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	Newsletter of the Travellers Advice Team
	

	at Community Law Partnership
	No. 51 – April 2020 Welsh Guidance Special


	Travellers Advice Team national telephone helpline for Gypsies and Travellers
0121 685 8677  Monday - Friday 9am – 1.00 pm
No operator service.  Get straight through to an expert.


UNAUTHORISED ENCAMPMENTS AND COVID-19


Well in advance of England, the Welsh Government produced guidance relating to Gypsies and Travellers and COVID-19 on 26 March 2020. We reproduce the Guidance here: 
26 March 2020
Dear Colleagues

In these uncertain and unprecedented times, I want to thank you for all you are doing to address the challenges we are facing in halting the spread of Covid 19. I am writing to you in relation to your work with Gypsy and Traveller communities across Wales. The information below relates to both direct work with Gypsy and Traveller communities and planning work around accommodation needs.

Gypsies and Travellers generally experience worse health outcomes, including more prevalent respiratory issues than the settled community. They are more likely to be disengaged from public authorities, more likely to be in self-employment, typically live in close proximity; and have higher rates of long‐term illness, health problems or disabilities. It is, therefore, imperative that public services consider this communities needs as they undertake resilience planning and provision around Covid 19 in their local area.

The Welsh Government advises that:

· In the interests of public health, local authorities, Police forces and other landowners should not evict unauthorised encampments, unless there are immediate and substantial risks to public safety arising from continued occupation. It is vital that welfare assessments are undertaken before any possession action is taken.
· Encampment occupiers should be provided with sanitation facilities and public health messaging regarding how to limit the spread of Covid-19.
· Where people live permanently in caravan parks or are staying in caravan parks whilst their primary residence is not available, they may continue to do so. The closure of caravan parks does not include Gypsy and Traveller sites. Guidance around the closure of caravan parks can be found here: https://gov.wales/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-caravan-holiday-park-owners-and-

 HYPERLINK "https://gov.wales/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-caravan-holiday-park-owners-and-operators"
 operators
· We expect that some Gypsies and Traveller community members will have been living on holiday caravan sites which will now be closed. There is unlikely to be any spare capacity at local authority or private residential sites and a risk that there will be some Gypsy and Traveller households left with nowhere to legally station their caravan. It is vital that landowners take this into account when deciding how to respond to encampments.
The charity Friends, Families and Travellers have issued guidance which provides further useful advice on this matter.

https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/news/covid-19-guidance-for-supporting-people-living-on- traveller-sites-unauthorised-encampments-and-canal-boats/
They have also issued guidance directly aimed at Gypsy, Roma and Travellers. It is vitally important that information and advice on effective self-isolation for those living in Gypsy and Traveller sites is accessible by the community. The guidance is also available in audio.

https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/advice-section/guidance-for-gypsy-traveller-and-liveaboard- boater-communities-on-coronavirus/
The Welsh Government will also work with Public Health Wales to consider how we can provide additional Covid-19 advice to Gypsy and Travellers living on authorised sites, roadside and unauthorised sites.

I’m aware that many Local Housing Authorities are planning the next cycle of Gypsy Traveller Accommodation Assessments. It is important to be clear that no fieldwork on these assessments should be undertaken whilst Covid-19 movement and contact restrictions are in place

If you have any queries, or information which can inform decisions and appropriate responses in relation to Covid 19 and the impact on your teams and the Gypsy, Roma and Traveller Communities in Wales, please do contact myself and my team via the Equality Branch mailbox - equalitybranch@gov.wales

Yours sincerely,Emma Bennett Head of Equalities Welsh Government

ANALYSIS OF THE GUIDANCE
Evictions and locations
A recent amendment to the Civil Procedure Rules (CPR) issued on 27 March 2020 (CPR Practice Direction 51Z)  had stayed all CPR Part 55 possession actions for 90 days which included eviction actions on rented sites and any attempt to evict an unauthorised encampment using Part 55. Most unfortunately, on 20 April 2020, this Practice Direction was amended to allow actions against trespassers (which, of course, includes actions against unauthorised encampments).  We have stressed that actions under the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act (CJPOA) 1994 ss61,62 and 62A-E by the police and ss77-78 by local authorities remain a possibility. Though the above guidance indicates that there may be exceptions to their advice that evictions should not take place, the clear implications are that either an encampment should be allowed to remain where it is or that a suitable alternative location should be found. The central message is that Gypsies and Travellers should not have to move around during the lockdown.
Provision of Services
Welsh Government Guidance on Managing Camping (2013) states:
117. ...When unauthorised encampments are evicted there can be considerable clean-up costs incurred by local authorities. However, providing refuse collection, toilets, and water to occupiers can drastically reduce clean-up costs after an encampment has been moved on. Welfare Assessments can help local authorities to check which of these services might be required by the occupiers and also to discover if the occupiers would be prepared and able to pay for the services. If the occupiers are willing to pay for the services used, local residents could be informed of this so as to dispel the perception that encampment occupiers do not pay for services.
In the current circumstances and in light of the above guidance, we would suggest that the provision of services to roadside encampments comes close to being an obligation.
Unauthorised Developments
We would stress that a lot of what we say above about unauthorised encampments could apply equally to unauthorised developments.
We hope this analysis of the guidance is useful. We hope everyone stays safe.
IF ANYONE KNOWS OF A THREATENED EVICTION OR A REFUSAL OF SERVICES PLEASE PHONE US ON OUR ADVICE LINE. 
 Thanks to our TAT Administrator, Emma Westwood, for organising this Bulletin.
	Until Next Time

	We hope you find our E-Bulletin useful.  All and any comments very welcome.

	Don’t forget our national self-funded advice line for Gypsies and Travellers:
0121 685 8677
Monday to Friday 9am to 1pm


	Keep up the good fight!  Best wishes to all our readers.  Kushti bok!

	The Travellers Advice Team
Part of The Community Law Partnership
Solicitors
4th Floor, Ruskin Chambers
191 Corporation Street
Birmingham    B4 6RP
Tel: 0121 685 8595
Fax: 0121 236 5121
E-mail: office@communitylawpartnership.co.uk
Website: www.communitylawpartnership.co.uk
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